Neuromuscular dysfunction in critical illness: what are we dealing with?
Neuromuscular weakness is a very common and debilitating problem for survivors of critical illness. Neurophysiological abnormalities are almost ubiquitous in these patients, and often favour a diagnosis of axonal polyneuropathy, whereas muscle histology, where available, reveals a high incidence of atrophy and necrosis. The precise nature and aetiology of this complex disorder is not yet well understood.